CONCLUSION

In any kind of research, the early stages are particularly
marked by highly specialized efforts and sound intellectual
achievements. The actual results obtained from such efforts,
however, are not always commensurate with the labour and
intellect devoted to them. They ultimately prove to be poor
in substance and are by their very nature imperfect. These
defects are due to the lack of adequate experience and insuin-
cient understanding. In the absence of proper experience and
understanding, it is difficult to determine the requirements and
conditions of the scientific presentation and ultimate use of the
material discovered. Persistent effort and practical experience
gained in course of time develop a stage in research at which
a systematization of these efforts in the form of a definite pro-
cess becomes a possibility. Historical research in India has
ere long reached this stage, and a process for the sifting of ma-
terial is overdue. Such systematization will not only make
the presentation of new historical material easy and scienti-
fically sound, but will necessitate the revision of the material
already published in the early stages of research, and will also
facilitate the coordination of scholarly efforts. Until this revi-
sion is complete, the use of all the available material will not
be effective and complete. An early evolution of such a pro-
cess is a desideratum.

A textual examination of the Arabic and Persian sources
of history has already received the best attention of eminent
scholars and linguists. The principles of textual criticism ap-
pear to have been determined to some extent; but I am not
certain whether experts in linguistics have tackled the problem
of names, titles and honorific terms. If this problem yet re-
mains uninvestigated, scholars will do well to recognize its
pressing need at the moment and undertake its investigation
with the least possible delay. Both these problems, as I have